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What is Gold Seal?

Gold Seal is a means by which an early learning program can receive recognition as having met or exceeded the standards of a national accrediting agency approved by the Florida DCF. “National” means an agency that accredits programs in at least five states.

CSF accredited schools can participate by virtue of CSF being an approved accrediting member agency of the National Council for Private School Accreditation (NCPSA) which is an approved national accrediting agency for Florida Gold Seal.

The name “Gold Seal” also is used to denote a particular scholarship award for graduating high school seniors as well as an accreditation system for nursing care homes and hospitals.

Gold Seal for Early Learning Programs

For CSF accredited schools, Gold Seal can be achieved through any one of several approved agencies. However, CSF has adopted the standards of the National Council for Private School Accreditation (NCPSA), which also accredits all CSF accredited schools. The NCPSA standards were formulated to give non public early learning programs an option to those promulgated by the Council of Accreditation School Age (COA), the National Association of Family Child Care (NAFCC), the National Accreditation Commission on Early Care and Education Programs (NAC), the National Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC), and The National Family Association (NAFCC). 

Unless a program is participating in school readiness and/or early learning, in which case Gold Seal can result in up to 20% greater subsidy per child, there is no other benefit to being noted as Gold Seal, except for local recognition with and among other early learning programs. It does seem that for early learning programs, state (CSF) and national (NCPSA) accreditation would continue to stand the program in good stead without Gold Seal recognition.

To gain Gold Seal recognition through the NCPSA, a program would (1) apply to CSF, using forms provided by CSF. (2) An evaluation visit would be made by a CSF representative twice each year, using the standards of the NCPSA to determine whether or not the program meets or exceeds Gold Seal requirements. This would be accomplished during the same visit a school might experience for VPK inspection purposes. The standards are very similar, with the exceptions listed next. 

1. Once a program has achieved accreditation from CSF, CSF will forward the following information to the DCF Child Care Program Office: 


(a) A copy of the accreditation certificate from CSF verifying that the provider is 
accredited. 


(b) The child care provider's validation/expiration/renewal date. 

· 
(c) The child care provider's complete mailing address. 

2. Upon receipt of the information above, DCF will award a Gold Seal Certificate to the child care provider, recognizing their achievement. The certificate will be mailed directly to the provider/program. If you are approved for Gold Seal accreditation by CSF and have not received a Gold Seal certificate within 90 days of the accreditation date, please contact DCF at 1-888-352-4453 or fax your accreditation certificate to 866-596-9513, attention Christian Winterbottom.

A school or program must understand that there are several requirements that exceed what is required by CSF early childhood standards and/or VPK standards. 

Two major areas of difference are in class size and teacher: student ratios. 


Age


Size


Raio


1-12 mos

  8


1:4


13-24 mos

  8


1:4


25-30 mos

10


1:5


31-35 mos

12


1:6


3 yr olds

18


1:9


4 yr olds

20


1:11


5 yr olds

24


1:12

Description of Gold Seal from the DCF

Gold Seal Program and History

In 1996, the Florida Legislature established the Gold Seal Quality Care program to acknowledge child care facilities and family day care homes that are accredited by nationally recognized agencies and whose standards reflect quality in the level of care and supervision provided to children. In addition, the Legislature established provisions for Gold Seal providers participating in the subsidized child care program, a.k.a. school readiness and early Learning, to receive a higher reimbursement per child, than providers not receiving a Gold Seal designation. 

In 1999, the Legislature revised the program to provide tax incentives through the Department of Revenue or county tax appraiser for participating in the Gold Seal Quality Care Program. Since then, the Legislature has revised the maximum amount of the reimbursement. Currently, the rate differential cannot exceed 20% above the reimbursement rate established by the local early learning coalition, a.k.a. the local school readiness coalition. 

In December 2004, Voluntary Prekindergarten (VPK ) legislation was passed and signed into law. This bill requires participating child care facilities and homes to maintain quality care accreditation and higher education standards for staff. The Gold Seal Quality Care Program is an approved accreditation for child care providers to be eligible to participate in VPK. For other VPK eligibility options, please click here for information on the Voluntary Prekindergarten Program.

http://www.dcf.state.fl.us/programs/childcare/goldseal.shtml
